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Something in /nſwer to Thomas Curtis and 

-B..C"s Reaſons why the eMeeting-Houſe 
«Doors were ſhut up at Reading. 


Friendly Reader, ; 
Pics of late @ Printed Paper ſpread abroad, in City and 


——— 


Country, with the Name of Thomas Curtis to the firſt part of 

it, and*'B:C. tothe latter ; wherein one of them pretends te 
give a0 account of ' the grounds rpon which -he intended to [hut up the 
Publick Meeting- Houſe Door,ot the People called Quakers in Reading, 
" and the other endeavours by certain Reaſons to juſtifie and defend the 
doing thereof; We held our ſelves engaged in Chriſtian duty to gire 
an Anſwer therets,for the Clearing of the Truth we profeſs, V indica- 
ting our ſelves in the profeſſion thereof, and Undeceiving all ſuch as, 
through the falſe Inſinuations in the ſaid Paper cither a}rezdy: are, or 
* may be in danger to be deceived thereby. 

The Paper lays, /t 5: publickly known 51 this Town (Reading) that # 
Difference u amongſt the People call d Quaker 5,44 very frequently at onr pub- 
lick, Meeting-Houſe doth appear, to the diſhonour of Almighty God, f =<- z; 
bling of the Weak, and grief of many tender hearted, that W. L. © 
I. B. &c. dofrem time to time fiir wp Strife, by endeavonring the defumas 
tion of their ancient Friends, rendering them tobe departed from their firſt 
Principles, &c. : nm 

To which we anſwer in Truthrand Plainneſs, that what T,Gadflet 
here charge upon usis indeed that which they thein(elves ag&Bwltyor, 
for it is too well known, that many Scandalous and Reproachtul Books 
and Papers,have of late Years been Written,and Publiſhed in Print to 
"the World by ſome of their party (as namely . WW. Rogers, F. Buggy 
The. Criſp, S. Aldridge) greatly tending to the defamationafieuran- 
cient Friends in Truth, and rendering them to be departed fro 
firſt Priaciples, &c. This 1s tooplain to be denyed, their Books and 
Papers being in Print, to be ſeen, and T, C. and others of party with 
him,being in too great mealure gone into, & joyned with theſame evu- 


ſpirit of defamation, 33 ed” wy of Friends and Truth are ins, 
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have received, owned, diſperſed or ſpread abroad thoſe Books and 
Papers or ſome of them, of which we have often with grief com- 
plained to them, before we appeared in that Teſtimony againſt them, 
of keeping on our Hats (which ſo much diſturbs them) but could ob- 
tain no ſitisf2&ion from them, although we plainly declared unto 
them, that if they continued in that ſpirit of Diviſion, and to own 
and ſpread thoſe ungodly ſcandalous Books, we ſhould be neceſſiated * 
to diſown their Teſtimonies in our Meetings ; ſothat indeed and in 

truth it is they that have endeavoured to defame the ancient Friends of 
Truth (and that-publickly in Print) rendering them to be departed 
from their firſt Principles; it is they that in thns doing, have ſtirred up 
Strife to the diſhonour of Almighty - God, ſtumbling of the Weak, 
and grief of: many. tender hearted, and this before we appeared in 
that. Teſtimony of keeping on our Hats at their Prayers, whereby 
we think it evidently appears that it is they that have cauled the Diviſi- 
ons and Offences contrary to the Doftrine which we have learned; and 
ſince the Apoftle plainly fays (asin their Paper is recited) They that 
—_— ſerve not our Lord Feſns Chriſt, &c. We think it concerns them 
well to conſider what ground they now have to claim a right to a part 
of tbe Miniſtry of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, ſince none that do not ſerve 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt can have a right to a part of his Miniſtry. And 
whereas their Paper intimates, As if we had denyed that it 15 fit they 
ſhould acknowledge to Almighty God inthe Congregations of his people thoſe 
Mercies and Bleſſings that he 11 gratiouſly pleaſed from time to time to beſtow 
onthem, &c... 

We anſwer that inthe wording of this Paſſage they have rather uſed 
Art to begnile the Reader, then Plainneſs to ſet forth the true ſtare of 
the matter, for as they have expreſſed it, ſome may be milled to think 
that we 2reagainlſt acknowledging to Almighty God in the Congrega- 
tions of his people the Mercics and Bleſſings by him beſtowed, aad 
ſupplicating at the Throne of his Gzacefor a future ſupply ; whereas 
jr deed we believe, and hold that every one that is right ſenſible of the 
Met cies 21:d Bene:tis-received from God, and of his own Inabillity, 
ought in that ſence,and in the moving of the holy Spirir, to make [ich 
acknowledgments and ſupplications; yet we plarly declare we hold 
it not fit for any who ate gone out from the Unity and Communicn ot 
Gods people, and have publickly defamed and diſowned them as A- 
poſt ares and. Imovaters (which thoſe have done the faithfi.l Friends or 
Truth) to take vpon them to make any ſuch Acknowledgments, or pur 

up 
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upany ſuch Supplications in the Congregations of Gods peopſe, '26 
the mouth, or in the name and behalf of thoſe Congregations whick 
ſuch are gone out of the unity of; & when any ſuch do take upon them: 
ſorodo, . we do not believe there is any obligation upon thoſe Congre. 
gations of Gods people, or any Members thereof, to joyn in outward 
appearance with ſuch who in Spiritare departed from the fellowſhip 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Jeſus, but rather that ſuch an outward come 
plyance with that which in Spirit they have not unity with (but the 
contrary) would be but an effec of Hypocriſe and Deceit, for T. C. 
ſaidto I. B. (before the Meeting: Houſe door was ſhut up) Thar the 
Diff erence between them and us (meaning Friends) was not enly 171 ONt- 
ward things, but it was nuw in the heart and ſpirit. . 

. Having thus erdeavcured to clear ſome paſlages wherein we andour 
Friends hai e been mit-repreſented, we now proceed tothe reſt of the 
Paper, and fiſt wetake nctice that the reaſon given for, the publiſh» 
ing their Paper is, Th-t a Copy of it was readapublickly im the Meeting,and 
there tendered to ſome of them that were concerned,but they would net take it. 
To which we anſwer, that this is alſo urfairly repreſented ; . for:tho 
it be true, th2t-the Copy oof that Papcr (or ſome ſuch) was read, and 
tendercd 51 the Meeting, and yot then received, not thinking fit as 
that time to neddle with it, our Spirits be.ng then engage inthe 
worltipand ſerviceof God, which B. C. in the ſecond reaſon of their 
Paper !avs, Ougbr to be performed with great Serttuſneſs and Reverence z 
yet lir.ce ſome of us copcerned did within the time in their ſaid Paper 
peiſix%e go tothem toask for the faid Copy,Þut were denyed to have'its 
ard one of them put oft with Flouts, we think the not taking it at that 
iz.ſtant, when it was tendered «to Civert us from the great Serjouſneſs 
{nd Revercnce which the Worſhip and-Service of God (Frierds were 
thenergaged in)ought to be pertormed with) can by no meanes be ad» 
airced for a plain: ard juſt ground of prttirg itend ns 1 Print, 

Ard whereas T.C.pretends inkis Paper to a Power and Authority 

- of ſhutting vp cvr Mectirg-Hovſe ecor, ard keepirgus out there, vp- 
on tl.c iccre of his $eir-g the chief Proprietor, as he is pleaſed tocafl 
bin-fclf, 216 B.C elſe 12's himy, wenrſwer we know not ppon what 
Jult grour'6 1: or ary 0-licr of the Proprietors, ſhonld claim a ſoperis 
ority, cr «hietship of propriety in the Meeting- Houſe, which was 
Puilt by common, corlert and agreewert (tho BZ. C. in his fourth rea-- 
{op fait! ,vithour diff i: ftior, T C. Built it) and at the common charg 
ot the Friends of Readingaud other placzs,with what came out of the 
Aa publick 
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publick Stock and Rents, for if in common and publick Works and Ser- 
vices joyntly andertaken & performed by any ChriltianSociety or Peo- 
ple for their common and publick Chriſtian ule,& fo declared and ſet- 
'tled by and amongſt them, the greateſt Contributor ſhould afterwards 
challenge to himſelf a power-and right of diſpoling the whole ; this 
were indeed aready way to introduce a Gentile like Lorcſhip and 
Ulurpartion over one another, . but . would be altogether unlike the 
Diſciples and Followers of Jeſus; but if TC, didrepute himſelf the 
chief Proprietor upon the account of his being the largeſt Contribus 
tor, yet lince he well knows, that after the Meeting- Houſe was Built 
and Finiſhed, he did (becauſe the Leale cf the Ground whereon ig 
was Built was taken in his Name) pals over and legally convey h15 
particular and perſonal Right and Property therein tocertain Friends 
In Truſt, then agreed on by the whole, toreceive and keep the ſame for 
the whole, he might both in Reafon and Modeſty have foreborn now 
to ſtile himſelf the cheif Proprietor, and much more from taking up- 
on him as ſuch, to ſhut up the Meeting-Houle door,and keep others of 
the Proprietors out,his telling the Juſtices thft he was chief Propzjetor 
doth not make him ſo, no more then it did regain the Houſe from the 
Souldiersthat had entered into it ; and if it had never been regained, 
the loſs had been occafioned by him, .and- his adherence, inaſmuch as 
that Me for which the Houſe was ſeized on, was ſet up by them, 
without and againſt the Conſent and Unity of Friends. Anu whercas 
Hee bids the Impartial Reavtet- jug whether in Reaſon and Eguity he 
eught to lock upon himſelf englped to batard his Eſtate to pay Fine: 
for « Mecting- Houſe, for ſuch" as publickly do aijown him and his 
Friends, We. tay, thatalthough ſome of us have been fined becauſe of 
"the Preaching of; ſome of them who diſowned us, yet we never de{i- 
red T.C. orany other particular of them ſhosld hazard. their Eſtates 
en our accounts; if T. C. expoled himſelf or Effate to any hazard in 
thatreſpeR, it was his own doing, neither detired conſented to, nor 
ahroved of by. us, yet weoeftered to {ecure hin trom any danger 
that Thould come upon him, if he left the Mecting-Houle to us. To... 
his offer of reimburkng any that were difſatisfied becaule' of their ha- 
rtrg disburſt fome Mony on the Premiſes, &c.\Vc lay we had not free- 
dom to receive the Moncy again which we had freely giving ard devo- 
red to that Service, knowing that, we had given it. with an unright 
and conſcientious regard to God, neither were we willing to conſent 


to, or hcIp forward the Szper ation,. which we {aw was deligned and 
YT: inter ded 
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intended thereby, yet becauſe we F wiome of .them unesfig,and to take: 
off from them all occaſions of Complaint, . that they might ſee we de- 
ſired not to enjoy what they had any Share or IntercK in againſt their 
minds without making allowance to them; therefore we did offer vo 
make them reaſonable Satisfaftion for whatMeney they had laid down - 
upon the Premiſes, & we ſaw nat, nor yet lee any juſt gronnd they have 
to expe that we ſhould be more- obliged to part with-our Intreſt 
then they with theirs z therefore in truth of Heart and plainneſs of 
Speech we do lincerely declare, that we do believe Tho. Curtis thath no - 
right nor juſt power :2» Equity, or in Law to doas he hath done, in 
ſhutting up the Meezing-Houſe Doors, and keeping out thoſe that both + 
in Law and Equity have a right thereto : That the Propoſitions he þ. 
mentions. in- his Paper are Arbitrery and Penal, Arbitrary becauſe . 
they depend only upon his and other mens Wills 2nd Humours with- - 
out Right and Reaton; for what Right or Reaſon carthe pretend for 
tying, us £© give him our Anſwer to this Paper'of his by next 5th. day 
at fartheſt,after he had cauſed itto be Read amonglt us on the firlt day 
before, or to bind ustoclaim our Money in one Months time : - And 
that it is Penal appears in this, that in caſe his. Propoſals were not 
complyed with, he declaredin his Paper he did intend to faſten up the 
Doors, as hedid accordingly, for on the 7th. day following the 6th. 
day B.C.cameto W. L.ard F.B.. and told them That if they had any - 
thing to offer for Reconciliation they might come, . out W. LL. came not, ſo + 
the Doors taat Evening were Faftened up: lays B.C: inhizoth, Reaſon, 
but in this as ;n other perts he writes unfairly, ſtating it as if therea- 
ſon of their {hutting vp theDoors that evening was becaule W. L. came 
not, %c. whereas WY. L. being hindred by necetlary- occaſwns defired : 
F.B. togo, who accordingly aid go, and oftered ſuch-terms both in 
his own and H*, ÞL. Name as they in Truth ſudged moexpedient fora » 
right Reconciliation. 

Andthat the Reader may ſee how ready we have been to comply 
with any reaſonable and juſt Propoſals fri aright Reconciliation, 
(however we have been milreprelented in t!:28 reſpect) we will herc 
for brevity give one particular lnftance, and leave it to the Impartiel , 
Readers Judgment ; In the firſt Month 1685, $6. F. O. a Friend of 
Lenaon Fan ancient Acquaintance both of theirs and ours) came tg: 
this Town,and delired,and had a Mceting with T. C. and fome others 
of thoſe that ſhut us out of the Mceting-Houſe, and fowe of us that 


were {hut out, where hz lignificd to Both them and us, that the Friends 
of. 
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> London bavirig heard that they had ſhut op the Mecting-Houſe doors, 
whereby Truth might (utier, and Friends were kept out, and expoſed 
to the Cold 2nd Rain,and were very much concerned about it,and had 
deſired him to enquire the Reaſons of it; and when the Reaſons they 
eave (being moſtly ſuch as B, C. hath now. Publiſhed) were not Satis- 
factory to F. 0. ic propoted lereral ways tO them and us joyntly to 
refer the matter .to ſome Friends to be Indifferently choſen on both 
Parties, to delide the matter between us, which we witlngly agreed 
to, but they refuſed. By which the- honeſt Reader may judge how 
lice lincerity there isin all their talk of cerms of Reconcilement, 
Accommodation,, &c. who had ſet up their own wilk for a Law, and 
would admit no Jedges b.t themſelves in their. own Caule. 
| As tur B Cs Rzatons,althoagh being much of the-lame nature with 
+T. C's part of the Paper, they either delerveno Anſwer, or noother 
then what is already.giving to that,yet to take from him all pretence of 
Boating that hc is nor particularly Anſwered, we ſhall here annex 
the A.\wer that, was fore time ago ſent-bim by another Friend in 
writing, while they were only in writing, which notwithſtanding the 
Alt-raitons F.C. hath tince, made in ſome of his Reaſons, will yet, 
we dv.uot do:bt appear, tobe a ſufficient Anſwer to them. 


Reading the 4th. of the > William L amboll, Fobn Bay, 
ath Manta 1686, an the relt concerned. 


This togoin perſuance of the Paper it ts an Anſwer to. 


Poſtſcript 
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Poſtſcript to the Reader. 


Heſe _ are not pleaſant tous, but rather a grief that we 
\ [ have cauſe on th.is wiſe to appear in Publick upon ſuch a Sub- 
ject, eſpecialiy,againi them who were onceour- Friends and 
Familiers, that we mnſtcry out againſt them as Fob did againſt his 
Friends (who oft ſpoke good words, as theſe may do) yet ſaid he, Be- 
bold, Ic: y out of Wrong,but Tam not heard,] cry aloud, but there is no Jrudg- 
ment : Sothat notwithſtanding their good words, their Ear was ſhut 
to the cry of the Wronged,& though he cryed aloud, ther? was no Judg- 
ment; & now may not we well thus complain, who are kept ont of our 
Right( which we have called for ) and our Bodies expoſed r5t!:2 Wears 
ther, to the great hazard of our Healths, and erdargering »' our 
Lives, yet our cry of wrong cannot be heard, and tive we <© y alcud 
there is no Judgment. Oh that ir ſhould be thus with ny profofling 
the equal Truth ro do(in ſeme meaſure)too Iiks 4+ +4,1- 1G ond nt nog 
cover,avd prefſeritly take, bur proftered rl a better Viny ad ther it, or 
wonld have giver. Naberb the worth of it in Money;ui:f when this would 
not do, the Woman Fezabet- contrives or lays a Plot a-air.1t I cork, 
trovgh whote crafty Means & ſubtil- Contrivances, Ingocent &Confſci» 
entions Nabe;h, who lcrupled to (cli the 11.heritance of his Faruer, was 
deyrived of his Lite and Vinywd roo, and 25 we arenow deprived of 
our Property, lo ay webe of onr Lives, by reaſon of the hai dihips 
we are expoſ-d roo, if the Lord by his power and goodneſs doth nos 
. preſerve ns, w ho have been Conſcientiouſly concerned not tolet go our 
Right,and'pive way to that which is Wrong,ss Naboth was. 
And wiaat,ihall we ſay to ſuc! but as Paul to the Corinthians, ſes 
1 Cor. 6.5. Is there nat a wiſe man among you, nonet one, 194t you may be 
able to Jude, that you refuſe a References, If to, then follow Paul's Ad» 
7ice. (If ye account your {elves of Chrifts Church) and {ct them that 
are leaſt efteem«d in the Church to Judge > for laid Paul, 5 here 25 mtzers 
iy a fault aximng you for you Wrong and Defraud, and 19at your Brethren, 
So that it appears there were tome ſuch that were Cloaked vrider the 
Paine of Chriſtians, ard yer did Wreng and Defravd eventhygtr ye. 


thren: Therefore, let none think it Rtrange, af Lowe zow uuder the 
nall;e 


— 


') 
' name of. Quaker, yea luch as account themſelves THE: CHRT- 
'STIAN QUAKER, arc found in that which is wrong; neithe: 
- let any think it ſtrange if there be ſome from ameng us that are unrule- 
: Iz,for there were ſuch among the Primitive Believers, whom theApoſtle 
exhorted the Chriſtians to warn, lee 1 The. 5. 14. yea,there was alſo 2 
falling away lee, 2 Thef. 2. Aud the Apoltle faith, 1 Cor. 11. 18,19. 
] hear there be Diviſions among you, and I partly believe it, for there muſt 
be Herefes.among you, andthe Reaſon he gives is, That they which are 
Approved may be made manifeft among you. 

So to that divine Light that lighteth every man, are we willing ts 
bring our Deeds, knowing that what is reproved Is made manieſt by 
the Lightzin which our Deſires are;that all may .have their minds cxer- 
ciſed, that ſo they may haye atrue Difcerning, and right Judgment in 
theſe and all things, and may not be ſtumbled at what of this kind hath 
or may happen, but may live and w2lk in.that Light where no occaſion 
of [tumbling is. 

© For had thoſe of whom we. complain,walked in this Light, they had 
kept in the Unity of the Spirit of Truth, and in the Fellowſhip of the 
- Goſpel of Peace, and Saints in Light, and had not given offence to 
Few, or Gentile, or the Church of Chriſt. 
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Benjamin Cole, _ 

Have reccived thy Paper given (as thou ſayeſt) as Rea- 
[| ſons why the Meeting-Houſe Doors were ſhut ep; which 

for my part I19otz upon asno good or ſuificient Reaſons 
at all, neither can any good or ſufhcreat reaſon be giving for 
us (or indeed for a any people) to take away or detain one 
anothers Rights frora them, or todo one another any Wrong 
or Injury, which 41s wholly out of the way, and inconſiftant 
with the Truth which leads ro overcome Evil with Good, and 
{uch who walk in the path of it,their Weapons are not Carnal, 
but Spiritual, and can do no violence to any "mans Perſds, 


' State or -Intereſt, neither forcibly or unjuſtly detain cither 
. of them, which arc the clicets-ot rhe -Carnal, ' and not the 


Spiri: ual, 


And now as tothy fir# pretended Reaſon, whereas thou 


' ſayelt, you could wot enjoy peaceatle Seciety, Ge. I ſay,your riſing 


up againſt your Brethren, and jultitying and ſpreading the 
Scurrillous, Clamorou-, Falſe, Scofting, Unſavory and Per. 
nitious Books, of Wiitzm Rovers, Thomas Criſp and Fyraxcis 
Buze, who joyncd together, and publiſhed their Books to the 
World, endeavouring to {tir up Perſecution, and ty ſer Pro- 
feſſors and Protane,as tar' as rhey could, atop of us; to tread us 
down (which might be,togethers :tÞ ſome things within your 
ſelves of hike nature) coutd not but break rhe JOClety Or 
Fellowſhip betwixr you and them. And ſo T know rhey hare 
born again(t you in their Teſtimonies, and fo have you againſt 
them, which if this beth : Opplicton, they may Tikewile ſay; 
that Tho. Curtis & you did your chem;Though Iam m__— 
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you were) they would have abhorred to have ſhut you our of 


the Houſe, though I fee not but that they might as juſtly and ' 


as honeſtly have done it, as what you have done, their right 
being as real and as juſt as yours, though its probable not fo 
much. 


IT. That the Worſhip of God 7s to performed. with Seriouſnsſs, 


&c. is not denyed, bucit you could charge any of them with. 


bcing light, and not ſerious, and out of love in their ſervice, 
Cich attcr duc admonition are to be left tro the Lord to deal 
with ; aud nor to take away or keep.them our of their rights, 
that is not the way to make them Serious,or to bring them in- 
to Love, but rather to harden them ; and indeed its roo mani- 
ft chi2t you are but talkers of Love an Charity, which bear: 
eh all chings,and thinkeri no Evil,that are fo tull of Jealoufies 
and evil {urmiſings agaiuſt ſo many ancieat, ſerviceabls and 
honeit Friends ; and do not all thoſe clamorous ſcandalo!s 
Bocks,ſpread abour the Country by you,tend to bring Friends 
into Confuſion, and ſet them one againtt another; and now 


:eping your Brethren out of rheir Propriety ; theſe are the” 


f.ats of Scirife and Envy on your parts, and anſwers that 


Scripture w hich thou haſt made uſe of, . Where Envying and . 


Stife is, there is Confu fron and every evil Viſork, 


III. Thonzgh where Contention is, and a Metin divided, cannot 
he profitable, &c. I ay luch who hold the 1 ruth in the love - 
of it, will bear and ſuffer till the Lord make the deciſion, 
which your contrary unfruitful work of faſtening up the-. 
Mceting- Houſe Doors againtt your Breth;en furhcicntly 
thewes {tony thatare in any tre meaſure of it). that you | 
argt20 fir one of 1t. 


i, 


that if they had been inthe poſſeſſion of it (a5 it ſhould ſeem | 


' 
| 
| 


| 


IV. I doubt not- but when the Houſe was built Tho. Cartz- 

2nd they were in one mind, and unanimous in building of it, 
and to good ends, for the Service of God to be periormed in, 
and not tor Strife, which T could with your were cicar of your 
£:lves, though you would altogether charge iton them,thoug!; 
the cfteAs manitctt roo much the contrary, -ard though the 
end hath been coo often perverted for whic! it was bile, and 
therefore thon layeit, 7s not reaſonable tt ſhould be contin: ; 
*then it ſhould be with conſent of both Parties;ſeeing both arc 
concerned init; burit ithe therefore reaſoneble for one Pare 
ty to take it away trom ihe other, then-fuch who are the per- 
verters of it may fake it away from the molt innocent, and 
moſt likely fo todo; for be lure, ſuch as keep in the rmnocent 
Truth cannot do any ſuch thing, its nature being to lcad other- 
wile, into Patience, Quictneſs and Contentedneſs of Mind, 
committing their Cauſe to him that judgeth righteouſly. 

And as tor Tho. Curtis his ttanding engegcd lor the Houſe, 
it5no ground at all jor h1m or you to take it away, or keep 
your Brethren cut of that w herein they have a right,he might 
have let it alone when it was forth of his hands; and (fnce,F 
doubr not, but upen icalonabie terms he may be clear of that 
danger, 1t there be.any' - 


V. Theendeavouring to have innecent Women iccep their 
Meeting in ſo fitting a place tor them to do and perform tliote 
things that God hath concerned zbcm in, i5no reaſon, nor 
part of ary reaſcn for you to taken anay, I rhink no wnder= 
ſtanding wan can judge {o ; and tor Friends keeping on their 
Hats when you have Pray ed, when they haveno Uni:y with 
you, nor you with them, is Lie the other ; an it had 'been 
better, and- more fairer dealing tor you to have kept yours 2n, 
when they Prayed (and ſo have-figmiied to your Brethren that 

3 2 | you 


(22) 
you had no Unity with them) then to put them oF, and 
afterwards call them Imege-makers,ſetters up of Idols and Rods 
publiſhing them Apoftares , Popiſhly Principlea, and {uclt like, 
to the World. 


VI. As for your endeavouring for Peace; I have heard :hem 
fay as much, and that they have had croſs and atiifive Lan- 
guage from you, and in this caſe the Lord who know 5 bath 
your hearts, is to make the-decihion as aforclaid, and {uct 
who are of him, can truſt him till that time, 


VII. Whes no accommodation nor reaſonable [atisf ation can te 
had, and perſons will not agree,except others will ſubmit to their wills, 
or give them the Houſe, &c. Your taking of it away ſhews 
you to be too much in your wills. And I do rot believe that 
they did ſeek or deſire that -you ſhoula give them the Houle, 
for theyhave offered to give you your Money that you laid out 
for it,as far as reaſonable, which alfo ſhews that they have not 
in that refuſed to make a bargain with you ; though in ſome- 
thing, or things of another nature, they might refuſe to bar. 
gain with you, and it you think it reafonable that they:ſhould 
take-their Money, or otherwiſe you may keep ic wholy from 
them, then is it not as reaſonable that you ſhould take your 
Money from them, and moſt reaſonable, for they were cone 
tented it ſhould have been continued as 1t was, and you were 
the difatisfied Perſons; ana ſeeing you-call your ſelves the 
Chriitian Quakers, and us Apoftates, how do you herein anſwer 
the DoCtrine of Chriſt ? who ſaith, Whatfoever you would that 
me ſhould do unto you, ye the {ame nxto them, for this is the Law 
«nd the Prophets, which if you are ſhort of,be{ure youare ſhort 
ot him ; and ſol think underſtanding men will not judge;that 
becauſe you are pleaſed toleave off ro meet in the Houſe, thar 
therefore-you ſhould keepthemout, 'nor yet becaule you are 


the. 


(12) | 
the greateſt Proprietors, that therefore you muy milly tk 
2way the lefiers Right, and fo you have great reatun to feat® 
you ſhauld be counted Periecurors, whatever thou fayelt. And 
how it can be-ſaid- that anv have 1:0 right ta it, that it was 
given and fected upon by Act and Deed tor a publick Houſe to 
meet in? for my part I cannot ſee, nor yet for any after ſuch 
git and ſettlement,how they can jultly take.ic away or detain 
it from them. 


VIII. TE they have azother Deeting-Place, or Place to Meet 
in, &c. I know no other, but what they have bv permiſſion 
from the Owner. But it they had an other publick Meeting- 
Houle wherein ſeveral of chein were concerned as Proprietors 
that's no reaſon for you to take away their Tight in that, and” 
that they meet on purpole to oppole and diſquizt you, Ido not» 
zn the leaſt believe, .nor that ther prafticedid at all maniteſt 
it ; bcing folly. fatisficd that tiney'are not perſons of ſuch un» 
ruly Spirits, but it 'racy were ſuci aFthou art pleaſed to ren- 
der them, as ſome tuch lavs been amonglt us, as Temperance 
Taylor in your Town, and many at London, and other 
parts, yet it was never Frizads way, who abede in the Truth, 
to deal 1a that nature, or alter thzr-manner with themz but to 
ſtand over them, and juuge th;m down in Gods Authority,and- 
alſÞ patiently to bear and- ſitter when the Lord ſhould 
pleaſe to excrciiz them uncer the.r Spirits, who hari pleaded 
with many of them, and will 12 iis time with all others that: 
areof their Spru; Andit any tarvuah thei things, thar 
are fallen our among you, arc gone back to the Stecole- Houle, 
that is not tne way to dring them back again .(or at leaſt to 
the TruthYor you todo. fuch unreaſoi:able things, as aforelad, 1 
which are {o contrary to tie Truth, | 


IX. By thy-laſt it ſcems, 7hat he Doors were ſhui up by conn 
ſent, 


14) 
- ſent and concluded on by feveral of you. Then it wasnot wholly 
'F. Curtis his aft, though I eannot fee bur it muſt needs be 
| contrary to his Aft and Decd to the Truitees, of which J 
know not how you wilt clear him of the br-ach of that Co- 
venant, who as I 2m informed marie it over by a Deed of U. 
ſes ro four Friends, for 2 publick Mect:ng:Houſe, for the 
Feople called Quakers at Reading, and there abouts, and 
| though three of them did unworthily relinquiſh their * '« 
Truit, yet HWilian Lambo!:, who was one of them refuſed (6 
| ro do ; So what wasdone tn relation to that-mult needs ſtand 
| eHcCtual ro him, and what you have done 1n raking it. away, | 
| muſt needs b- catrary tothat Engagement, feveral of them, 
' with himſelf, bein;z by you ihurt out of Doors, and cannot 
| have rhe bznefir to keep their Meeting in it accordingly, and 
for which end ſeveral of them gaveconfiderable ſums of Mony; 
ſure ſuch dealings would have been abhorred by you many 
| years ſince the beginning, which you are very forward to [ 
| talk of, but roo far degenerated from. 
And now Beajamir,one of my ancient Acquaintance in that 
place, what ſhall T ſay unto thee, or what could I not do if 
the ancient Love and Society among you 1in that place may be 
| again revived? ſurely it cannot be as things ſtands, and | 
| therefore T could wiſh that a dcep and narrow ſearch may 
paſs through every heart that-is concerned among you. And 
now as things ſtands you have outwardly ſeparated your ſelves 
from your Brethren (indeed an inward Separation was before) 
Eand you have left the Mceting-Houſle, and keep them out allo ; 
{I defire thee, and all of you to be like mengand let true reaſon | 


— _ ——  — 
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have place in you, -and let them 1in again, wherein they have a 
right and propriety, and let not breach of Covenant reſt upon | 
[your ancient friend Tho. Curtis, nor injuſtice nor wrongdoing | 
upon any of you.Or if you would not be counted Perſecutors, | 


taor examples.to Perſccutors, I ſay let them meet in the Houſe | 
vg again 


(1 
| again, and not keep them - longer ; for though you 
_ again, he y 100g gl y 
are the greateſt Proprietors, yet they have a conſiderable ſhate - 
in it, fufficientto anſwer the uſc of the Meeting-Room twice 
cr three times a Week, and you alſo may meet or forbear as 
you pleaſe ; & for that which thou liveſt in, and the reſt of the 
Buildings belonging to it, you may do as in reaſon ſhall be 
& {cen meet. And ſure what I here offer is according tothat true 
and right reaſon that God hath endued me with, and I 
duubt not but will anſwer Gods witneſs in all unbyaſſed 
| Friends, and innocent wel-wiſhing People, and I can truly 
| ſay is in love to thee, and all of you. And is from your wel- 


wiſhing Friend. 
| James Potter. 
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Page 3. Line 25. for goto them, read, go tc ſue of them. Page 7. 
line 14. dcle 7ot. page 7. 1. 32. for defraud, r. defrauded. Pp. 8. 


I. 17. for manieft, r. manifeſt. 
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| PHE END. 


